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Congressman Bill Shuster, Bette Slayton, President of BCDA, COL Ste-
ven Shapiro, Commander of Letterkenny Army Depot, Doug Lingsch,
President of MDL, MG James Myles, US Army Aviation and Missile
Life Cycle Management Command

On May 28, 2009, COL Steven Shapiro, Commander of Let-
terkenny Army Depot, presented MDL Manufacturing with the
Letterkenny Supplier of the Year award, during the fourth annual
Letterkenny Business Opportunity Showcase.

The award recognized the significance of MDL's production
efforts and their contribution that assisted in the manufactur-
ing and fabrication capabilities preformed at LEAD. Depot
Commander COL Steven Shapiro said that MDL has impacted
Letterkenny’s resources and supply in various ways including
production of 15,000 Rhinos and Gunner Protection Kits, and
work in the Allied trade shop.

“The Rhino is a small box with the function to pre-detonate any
passive infrared improvised explosive devices that come along.”
Shapiro said “We get Rhinos back from the field with holes in
them and pictures of soldiers with them stating that this Rhino
saved my life.”

The Supplier of the Year award further recognized the signifi-
cance and direct impact that MDL’s products military equip-
ment has had on the lives of many soldiers. Another develop-
ment from MDL consisted of Gunner Protection Kits. These kits
provide a bullet proof glass shield to act as a source of greater
protection for soldiers on the top of HMMVEE and MMRAP
vehicles.

This depot is responsible for saving hundreds of soldiers’ lives,
according to Major General James Myles Commanding General
of the U.S. Army Test and Evaluation Command. “Through the
work of 50 guys we have changed the way we do business in
Iraq and Afghanistan” Myles said.

Additional article

MDL Team: Renee Fitzpatrick, Andy Anderson, Doug Lingsch,
COL Steven Shapiro, Larry McClanahan and Frank Ferguson
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Three MDL employees are taking advantage of
the Wellness Program at work by participating in
an 8-week smoking cessation class. The program
is designed to: Strengthen their determination

to quit; Learn to handle sutuations which trig-
ger their smoking; Identify health substitutions for smoking; And,
develop individual plans for dealing with physical, social, and
emotional aspects of quitting smoking. We hope the best of suc-
cess in the effort to quit.
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June will mark the

13th year of service

for Larry McClanahan,

MDVL’s Vice President.
Larry, a vo-tech gradu-
ate who studied weld-
ing, was hired on the
day he graduated from
high school as a Shop
Helper. He was thrilled
to have a job and
thought nothing more
than that and eventu-
ally, the job grew into a
career—Larry has held
many positions within
the company: Helper,
Welder, Laser Techni-
cian, Laser and Punch
Programmer, Sheet
Metal Department Su-
pervisor, Plant Manager,
and now, Vice Presi-
dent. He’s been with
MDL during most of
its growth spurts. Larry
views the company to
be his home and the
people, his family—he
truly loves working at
MDL. For that, we are
thankful to have Larry
as a team leader.

In 2009, MDL replaced
its inefficient 400W
metal halide fixtures
with new, brighter, four-
lamp T5HO florescent
fixtures, each equipt
with occupancy sensor.
The new lights use half
the electicity yet procu-
de 20% more light. The
objective is to reduce
energy consumption
of the lighting system
and maintain adequate
light levels according to
tasks being performed
with automated con-
trols for any areas that
make financial sense.
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